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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 

VOL. 29. JULY 3, 1914. No. 27 

PLAGUE REPORTED IN NEW ORLEANS. 

Dr. Oscar Dowling, collaborating epidemiologist, United States 
Public Health Service, reported by telegraph June 27 the occurrence 
of a case of plague in New Orleans in the person of C. N., a native of 
Sweden, 49 years of age, who had been in the city since June 16. 
History of previous residence was unobtainable. The patient died 
June 28, and the diagnosis is reported to have been confirmed by 
necropsy and bacteriological examination. 

Dr. Dowling reported a second case June 28 in the person of R. W., 
white, age 54, who it appears occupied a room next to the case No. 1 
at the home of the Volunteers of America. 

The city and State authorities, together with officers of the United 
States Public Health Service, are cooperating to take such measures as 
are indicated to ascertain what foci of infection, if any, exist in the 
city and to eradicate such as may be found, both for the protection of 
the people of New Orleans and for the protection of other communi- 
ties. Proper measures will be taken to prevent the carrying of infec- 
tion, if such exists, from the city to other places within the United 
States and to foreign countries. 



CANCER. 

IS IT ON THE INCREASE? 

There are those who believe that cancer is increasing in frequency 
throughout the civilized world. There are those who doubt that 
there is any actual increase. Those who believe it is increasing 
usually base their opinion upon the greater frequency with which it 
has been given in recent years as a cause of death. Those who ques- 
tion whether we have as yet any dependable evidence that the disease 
is increasing believe that the greater frequency with which it is given 
as a cause of death is due probably to a more widely disseminated 
knowledge among people in general regarding the disease and more 
particularly to improved medical training and an increased ability 
on the part of physicians to recognize the condition. 
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